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www.jamesboswell.scot

What do you think 
gravestones can tell us 
about life in the past? Is 
there anything they can’t 

tell us?

“The European Agricultural Fund for 
Rural Development: Europe invesƟng in 
rural areas”
THIS PROJECT IS BEING PART-FINANCED 
BY THE SCOTTISH GOVERNMENT AND 
THE EUROPEAN UNION - Ayrshire 
LEADER 2014-2020 Programme.

In 1504 King James IV gave 
Auchinleck to the Boswell Family as 
a giŌ. At this Ɵme Auchinleck village 
was just a few coƩages around the 
church surrounded by farmland. In 
the mid-1700s James Boswell's father 
added more buildings and new roads 
so thso that the village became larger and 
more regularly laid out. In the 1800s 
Auchinleck grew further as coal and 
iron mining developed and small 
villages were created on its outskirts 
for miners and their families.
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